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the idealist President will not dismiss my suggestion quite so
summarily- But for those who will not seriously and scientifically
organize home-spinning in the manner suggested, I submit that
no expense incurred for khadi need be considered as waste, no
discomfort suffered on its account too much, when it is borne in
mind that every pice spent upon khadi goes directly into the
pockets of the needy and that even of this at least 85 per cent
goes into the pockets of the poorest artisans including the semi-
starved spinners.
But says the President:
Why not supply the employees with uniform made of swadeshi mill-
cloth  and  save  over sixty per  cent of the price paid for khadi?
This is an argument I had least expected from Sjt. Jamshed
Mehta the friend of the poor. Surely, if every Municipality gave
a bounty of 60 per cent to khadi, it would not be wrong to do so
assuming that it had the power so to do.
And I have repeatedly shown in these pages that there can be
no comparison between khadi and mill-cloth even as there can be
none between the home-made chapati, however costly it may be
and troublesome to make, and cheap, easily prepared machine-
made biscuit. Mill-cloth needs no protection or patronage from
the public in the sense that khadi does. Indian mill-cloth gets
preference as it ought to when khadi is unavailable at any cost,
when machine-made cloth becomes a necessity and when the choice
lies only between foreign cloth and swadeshi mill-cloth. Khadi
it is clear must displace both. Khadi has no established market
like mill-cloth. It has not even become as yet a bazaar article.
Every yard of khadi bought means at least eighty-five per cent
in the mouths of the starving and the poor ones of India. Every
yard of mill-cloth bought means more than 75 per cent in the
pockets of the capitalists and less than 25 per cent in the pockets
of the labourers who are never helpless, who are well able to take
care of themselves, and who never starve or need starve in the
sense that the helpless millions starve for whose sake khadi has
been conceived. Indeed I should be surprised if the Municipal
employees, whose supposed discomfort owing to wearing coarse
khadi has moved the humanitarian Sjt. Jamshed Mehta to action,
would not, if they were informed of the great national importance
of khadi, themselves prefer it to swadeshi mill-cloth however com-
fortable the latter may be to wear. Khadi in my opinion is cheap
at any cost so long as it functions to find work for and through work
feed the millions*